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                                                 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 

 BIDEAWEE RECEIVES GRANT TO VACCINATE DOGS FOR INFLUENZA  
 - Petfinder.com Foundation furnishes funds to protect shelter dogs from canine flu - 

New York, New York, March 7,  2011 -  Bideawee, Inc, the leading pet adoption and 
animal welfare organization serving the metropolitan New York City area and Long 
Island communities, now has help in protecting dogs against canine influenza virus 
(CIV), a highly contagious disease that spreads easily from dog to dog, especially those 
in close proximity. Bideawee received a grant for the vaccines as part of a Petfinder.com 
Foundation program to build community immunity against this respiratory infection. The 
foundation partnered with Intervet/Schering-Plough Animal Health, a global animal 
health company and makers of the NOBIVAC(r) Canine Flu H3N8 vaccine, to fund the 
grant.  

“Bideawee is extremely grateful to be the beneficiary of a Petfinder.com Foundation 
grant in this worthy program to protect dogs from being exposed to the spread of canine 
influenza,” said Nancy Taylor, President of Bideawee, Inc. “Bideawee is committed to 
providing our adopters with healthy and happy companions that will become an 
instrumental part of their lives.”  

CIV is relatively new, so most dogs have not built up immunity to the disease. Dogs can 
get the disease by being exposed to those that have it, as well as playing with toys or 
drinking from bowls used by other dogs. People can also unwittingly spread the germ if 
they come in contact with infected dogs. 
 
"Shelters and rescue organizations are often the first places that new diseases already in 
the community become evident. Dogs come in from the community and are released back 
into it, and often move to and from states with confirmed cases," said Liz Neuschatz, 
director of the Petfinder.com Foundation. "Canine flu can be a real problem for shelters, 
where one sick dog can cause an outbreak through an entire facility. We are pleased to be 
part of this effort to help protect the community by providing canine flu vaccine to 
Bideawee, Inc."  
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Dog flu is a growing problem throughout the U.S. It has been confirmed in 34 states so 
far, but tracking the disease is hard because it is so difficult to diagnose. Dogs are 
contagious before they show any symptoms. By the time the dog starts coughing, it's too 
late. Virtually all dogs exposed to the virus will become infected, and some will get more 
serious infections, such as pneumonia, which can be fatal.  Dogs that go to doggie 
daycare, boarding facilities, groomers and shows and are vaccinated for canine cough 
(Bordetella) are also at risk for canine flu.  Information about canine flu is available 
atwww.doginfluenza.com. 
 
The grant for Building Community Immunity seeks to protect all at-risk dogs in the 
community, including those in close proximity with other dogs, as is the case with 
shelters and rescue facilities. It also provides greater assurance to adopting families that 
their new pets will be healthier and much less likely to be sick or get more serious, and 
sometimes fatal, infections. The grant further links PetFinder.com member shelter and 
rescue grant recipients with local veterinarians to protect all adoptable dogs in their care. 
The program promotes veterinary visits for wellness exams and, when appropriate, the 
second dose administration of Nobivac Canine Flu vaccine.  

About Bideawee  
 
Bideawee, which means “stay awhile,” in Scottish, is one of the country’s oldest and 
most respected animal welfare and pet adoption organizations.  Founded in 1903 by Mrs. 
Flora Kibbe, Bideawee has been providing shelter, care and compassion to homeless 
animals in helping them to find their forever homes for over 100 years.  
 
Bideawee is a not-for-profit 501( c ) 3 humane animal organization and 100% of 
Bideawee’s funding comes from private sources.  For more information visit:  
www.bideawee.org  
 
About Petfinder.com Foundation 

The Petfinder.com Foundation was created in 2003 to respond to needs of its Petfinder 
member shelters and rescue groups and to assist them in ensuring that no pet is 
euthanized for lack of a home. The vaccine grant will help keep dogs healthy and 
adoptable.   
 
About Intervet/Schering-Plough Animal Health 

Intervet/Schering-Plough Animal Health, based in Boxmeer, the Netherlands, is focused 
on the research, development, manufacturing and marketing of animal health products. 
The company offers customers one of the broadest, most innovative animal health 
portfolios, spanning products to support performance and to prevent, treat and control 
disease in all major farm and companion animal species. Intervet/Schering-Plough 
Animal Health; subsidiaries of Merck & Co. Inc., Whitehouse Station NJ, USA. For more 
information, visit www.intervet.com. 
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